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Why do we need this initiative?

• Health information in Europe is fragmented and 

expertise scattered;

• Member States’ information often incomplete, not 

harmonized with international standards and not 

always reported;

• Networks are often ad-hoc and based on personal 

relationships;

• Interpretation of results varies;

Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in 
countries…?countries…?countries…?countries…?

• Translation of evidence into policies remains patchy.





Current situation of 
health reporting 
in Europe

European 
Health 

Information 
Initiative



• Centralized Information System for Infectious Diseases (CISID)

– STI and HIV/AIDS

– Tuberculosis control and joint ECDC/EURO surveillance

– VPI and immunization

• Health for All (HFA) database

• Mortality, morbidity and hospital discharge databases

• Nutrition, Obesity and Physical Activity - NOPA

• Tobacco control database (under revision)

• Health inequalities resource database

• Environmental Health Information System - ENHIS

• Alcohol control, prison health

The past: databases managed by EURO



gateway.euro.who.int





Health 2020 policy & targets

• Reduce premature mortality

• Increase life expectancy

• Reduce inequities 

• Enhance well-being

• Achieve universal health coverage

• Establish national targets set by Member States



Health 2020 monitoring framework –
targets and core indicators

Reduce premature 
mortality
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Three major frameworks – overlapping indicators

6 targets

37 indicators

19 core

18 additional

17 goals

169 targets

Over 200 indicators 
(26 indicators under SDG3)

9 targets

25 indicators



The SDGs and Health 2020 
are very well aligned

76% alignment of 76% alignment of 76% alignment of 76% alignment of 
indicators between indicators between indicators between indicators between 
H2020 and SDGsH2020 and SDGsH2020 and SDGsH2020 and SDGs



Alignment of H2020 and SDG indicators



H2020 and SDGs alone
Indicator-level: 13
Thematic: 15
No alignment: 9

10 indicators 
overlap 

thematically 
across 3 

frameworks

SDG NCD

H2020

Alignment of indicators across 3 frameworksAlignment of indicators across 3 frameworksAlignment of indicators across 3 frameworksAlignment of indicators across 3 frameworks

H2020 and NCD alone
Indicator-level: 8  
Thematic: 4
No alignment: 25

H2020 and SDGs alone
Indicator-level: 6
Thematic: 8
No alignment: 11



Minimum Joint Core Set of Indicators –
proposal for consultation

Full consultation with Full consultation with Full consultation with Full consultation with 
Member StatesMember StatesMember StatesMember States



The future: 
Single health 
information 
system for Europe

Alignment between Alignment between Alignment between Alignment between 
H2020 and ECHI H2020 and ECHI H2020 and ECHI H2020 and ECHI 

indicatorsindicatorsindicatorsindicators





H2020, 
SDGs 

HFA, Gateway,
CHI, Panorama

Autumn School,
Advanced Course

CARINFONET,
EVIPNet, SCHIN,

EBoDN

Support tool,
European action plan

Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in Isn’t this the same in 
countries…?countries…?countries…?countries…?

Who is coordinating Who is coordinating Who is coordinating Who is coordinating 
this at country level?this at country level?this at country level?this at country level?

‘Knowledge for Health ‘Knowledge for Health ‘Knowledge for Health ‘Knowledge for Health 
collaboratives’ at collaboratives’ at collaboratives’ at collaboratives’ at 

country level?country level?country level?country level?



Thank you!

Source: Buse K, Young J. “Tools to understand the political and policy context & engage with policy makers”. Presentation, Oxford, November 2006.


