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Quickscan healthy environment 

Motive: 
• Innovation environmental policy 
• Renewal Environment Vision Province Gelderland 2014 
• New National Environment law (Omgevingswet) 
 
Developed by: 
• Royal Haskoning DHV 
• 3 Public Health Services in East Netherlands 
• Province Gelderland 
 



Spatial planning and health 



Start: Discussion 
Concept of health 
 
 
 
 
 

Role Province:  
Perform legal tasks  
Play brokers role in health options  
Develop instrument 

 
 



Result 

A tool for municipalities to weigh 
health in ambient decisions 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/204014889


It offers: 

• Insight in factors with an effect on health  
• Distinction in health protection and 

health enhancement 
• Distinctions norms and guiding ambitions 
• Starting point for dialogue on health 

 
 



It does not offer: 

• It is not a risk assessment tool 
• It is not a tick list whether or not it needs a 

standard, guideline value or legal requirement 



Quickscan  
• Health as componet of environmental domains 
• Use open data and own data 
• Neighbourhood/district level 
• Local/regional ambitions 
• Support dialogue on  

  a healthy environment 
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What are the relevant fields of environmental policy? 
How does the area look like? What are the 
characteristics of the area? (housing, facilities, 
transport, demography, etc.) 
Collect data on the chosen themes 
Fill in the scores as shown in the factsheets 
Discuss the results with stakeholders 
Use the final result in local policy 

Steps 



Field description (before the themes)  
• Statline or CBSinuwbuurt.nl: o.a. demography 
• Physical indicators area (e.g. roads, business) 

• Use healthmonitor  
 



Themes 



Per theme a factsheet (2 - 3 pages) 
 
• Health effects 
• Indicator  
• Data  
• Define score  
• Interpretation possibilities and examples healthy 

design 
•  More information and literature 

 



Factsheet Traffic NO2 



Historical planning 





 





Scores and ambitions 

Score NO2: 
 
 
 
 
 
Ambition health: 
 ≤16 µg/m³  
 BUT: look at every situation! 
 
 

Yearly average 
NO2 concentration 
(µg/m³) 



Industry bufferzone 

 



 



Result Apeldoorn 



Instrument tailored for location and 
additional focus on perception 
 

• Use local data if available 
• Add themes if desired 
• Make local ambitions 
• Look at perception, e.g. use data on perception, 

citizenpanel, citizen meetings or interviews 



How to include perception 

 Via data on (risk)perception and hindrance (available 
or monitor) 

 Interviews in the neighborhood 
 Life sessions with inhabitants, e.g. use of 

Leefplekmeter  (based on Scottish Place Standard) 

GGD 



Scottish Place Standard 





Example in Nunspeet, Elburg, Oldebroek 

 
Ambition housing 

Translate to 
environment plan 



City and Rail Maastricht 
Based on Quickscan and Scottish Place Standard 

 



Quickscan Healthy living (Province Zuid-Holland-Zuid) 

Public Health Services 
Environment Department and inhabitants 

Inhabitants Infrastructure 

Air Buildings 



Conclusion 

• Instrument enhances communication 
• Instrument stimulates to make data available 
• Decision makers can increase populations’ trust in 

them 
• Instrument stimulates to produce ambitions for  a 

health environment 



www.quickscangezondeleefomgeving.nl 
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