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www.thelancet.com/commissions/migration-health

#LancetMigration

• Populist rhetoric - migrants 
have many more children 
than host populations! 

• BUT growth and decline of 
migrant populations affected 
by birth and death rates and 
inward and outward 
migration  

• Large scale longitudinal data 
from six countries (France, 
Germany, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and UK), shows 
migrants have lower first-
birth rates than non-migrants 
with the exception of Turkish 
women

• Birth rates among migrants 
were barely at the level of 
population replacement (a 
total fertility rate below 2.1 
births per woman) and often 

http://www.thelancet.com/commissions/migration-health


#LancetMigration



“The refuges 
will keep trying 
until they 
succeed or die.”

A volunteer 
rescue worker
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MIGRATION AND HEALTH IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
AND REGIONAL AGENDA

WHA 70.15

WHO Global action 

plan to promote 

refugee and migrant 

health
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Global, Regional and National approaches to 
localizing the agenda

• Sub-national collaborations through local governments 
and initiatives such as the Mayoral Forum on Human 
Mobility, Migration and Development (Mayors 
Mechanism) (linked to the GFMD)

• Civil society partnerships at local level
• Academic Networks working both internationally and 

nationally
• WHO Collaborating Centers developing and implementing 

evidence based interventions 

Best practice actions include:
• Data collection 
• Identifying gaps in services
• Combatting myths and xenophobia
• Focus on vulnerable subgroups
• Focus on health through the life-course
• Inclusion and participation
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Infant mortality trend by deprivation quintile of local 
authority district, 2000–2017, with 95% binomial CIs. IMD, 
Index of Multiple Deprivation. Source: Taylor-Robinson et al, 
BMJ Open, 2019.

Middle-age mortality, aged 45-54, in England 1993-2017. Source: Joyce and Xu 
2019. Note: Authors' use ONS mortality data, and Case and Deaton’s 2015 and 
2017 classification of 'deaths of despair' 
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David Taylor-Robinson et al. BMJ Open 2019;9:e029424

©2019 by British Medical Journal Publishing Group

Average annual increase in government spending on 
health, based on 2017-18 prices. Source: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-42572110

Trends in infant mortality and child poverty in 

England, 2007–2017
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/gsdr2019

https://sustainabledevelopment/
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