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5 Key conclusions from the State of Health in the EU 2019 Companion Report

1. Vaccine hesitancy, a major public health threat all across Europe, can be
tackled by improving health literacy and countering disinformation head-
on, with health workers actively involved;



5 Key conclusions from the State of Health in the EU 2019 Companion Report

2. Digital transformation, as part of a broader, comprehensive health
promotion and disease prevention strategy, requires targeted oversight
and safeguards for its full potential to be harnessed;



5 Key conclusions from the State of Health in the EU 2019 Companion Report

3. Gaps in health care accessibility are still very much a reality in the EU, and
poor data quality causes us to be complacent about health system
accessibility;



5 Key conclusions from the State of Health in the EU 2019 Companion Report

4. Skill mix innovations – such as task shifting – show great potential for
health system resilience;



5 Key conclusions from the State of Health in the EU 2019 Companion Report

5. We need to work together for our medicines to be affordable, innovative
and sustainable all at the same time.



Prospects for 
health in all EU 
policies
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Map of EU health 
policies by 

essential public 
health functions 

and health 
systems 

governance

Shows that EU role 
is large and in 

some unexpected 
places



• Art. 168 health

• Arts. 153, 156 labour

• Art. 191 environment

• Art. 169 consumer protection

Four treaty bases

• Art 9 TFEU: “the Union shall take into account… 
the protection of human health”

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• Pillar of Social Rights, Charter of Fundamental 
RIghts

Overall commitments

The healthy side of fiscal governance

The healthy side of internal market

Much can 
be done



Conclusion

• There is and always will be EU 
policy affecting health

• Whether it is made for health is 
the question

• There are many ways to make 
that happen!
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