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EUPHA calls for European leadership on the refugee crisis
The refugee crisis facing Europe has shaken European institutions to their core. Countries whose
people were tearing down the fences that divided Europe are rebuilding them. The Schengen
Agreement is only just surviving. Politicians refer to the tide of refugees as an invasion, threatening
social, political, and religious identity. Yet in many countries, ordinary people, shocked by the sight
of children lying dead on beaches, are reaching out to these refugees, offering them food, shelter,
and above all hope, giving Europe a new word, Wilkommenkultur. A few, and only a few,
governments have shown solidarity with both the refugees and those countries who have been in
the front line of this massive movement of people.
We, on behalf of Europe’s public health community, call on our political leaders to act decisively to
address the public health challenges, including damage to mental health, trauma, access to essential
health care, gender based violence (including rape and reproductive health issues) and others that
may arise from the massive movement of these refugees, in a way that is equitable, humane, and
consistent with deep seated European values. EUPHA stands ready to offer technical support in
developing these responses. We further call on our political leaders to set aside their narrow
national preoccupations for the common good, to share the load, recognising that the refugees
arriving now will pay back their hospitality many times over in the years to come. If our political
leaders fail to show the leadership they sought when they stood for election, future generations will
not forgive them.
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About EUPHA
EUPHA is an international independent umbrella organization for public health and health care
associations and institutes in Europe. As the largest European scientific based network of public
health professionals, EUPHA encourages a multidisciplinary, evidence-based health in all policies
approach. EUPHA joins forces in order to be a collective European-wide voice advocating
improvement of the publics’ health and health services.

About EPH Conference
The EPH Conference is an initiative of the European Public Health Association (EUPHA) and aims to
contribute to the improvement of public health in Europe by offering the means to exchange
information and a platform for debate to researchers, policymakers, practitioners, young

professionals and students in the field of public health, health services research and public health
training and education.
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